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Miliband’s energy department
HQ is powered by fossil fuels

Andrew Ellson
Consumer Affairs Correspondent

The headquarters of Ed Miliband’s
Department for Energy Security and
Net Zero is powered by fossil fuels, de-
spite it promoting renewable energy.

Freedom of Information requests to
more than 400 public sector bodies re-
veal that several government depart-
ments and agencies, including the
Home Office and the Ministry of Jus-
tice, are shunning “green” energy deals
in favour of cheaper “brown” tariffs.

One government agency sponsored
by Miliband’s department said that it
had not gone green because it consid-
ered renewable tariffs offered poor
value for money.

The Fol requests found that more
than four fifths of electricity used by
Whitehall comes from a standard grid
mix, which is known as “brown” power
because a significant proportion of it is
generated by burning fossil fuels.

This includes 55 Whitehall, the head-
quarters of the Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero, where more
than 2,000 civil servants work. The
heating for the building also comes
from the burning of fossil fuels via a
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gas-fired boiler system. By comparison,
almost half of councils use only “green”
or “no carbon” power deals, which are
more expensive but linked to renew-
able or nuclear power.

Critics say the responses point to a
“hypocrisy” atthe heart of the UK’s net-
zero agenda, with Whitehall depart-
ments and agencies largely eschewing
green tariffs while town halls have
acted on government climate messag-
ing by paying substantial premiums.

The UK’s net-zero strategy commits
to “decarbonising all sectors of the UK
economy” by 2050, and ministers have
described a national mission to make
Britain a “clean energy superpower”.

In June, Miliband said the govern-
ment would “push large companies to
detail exactly how they plan to align”
with net-zero objectives.

In correspondence with The Times,
the energy department admitted that
its headquarters in central London was
powered by the standard “UK grid sup-
ply mix”. Over the past five years, more
thanathird of the standard grid mix has
been generated by the burning of fossil
fuels, such as gas and coal.

Meanwhile, the Mining Remediation
Authority,an agency of the department,

disclosed that it spent £8.5 million on
standard grid electricity over the year.

Other departments using brown
power include the Foreign Office, the
Ministry of Defence, and the Depart-
ment for Work and Pensions.

Miliband’s department explained
that its headquarters buys power
through the Crown Commercial Ser-
vice, a government procurement agen-
cy designed to help the public sector get
the best value for taxpayers’ money.
However, this agency allows — and in-
deed encourages — public bodies using
its service to choose green power.

Corin Dalby, the chief executive of
Box Power, the not-for-profit energy
consultancy that compiled the Fol re-
quests, said: “The data demonstrates
hypocrisy at the heart of the govern-
ment’s energy policy.

“Imagine if the Department of
Health said it won't buy healthy food
because crisps are more affordable.”

The Mining Remediation Authority
said: “To provide the best value for the
taxpayer, and increase the amount of
renewable energy generated, we use a
standard energy mix and focus on
energy reduction and production of
our own renewable energy.”



